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fkins fuch as the Wings of Dragon-flys 5 in others, thole ft; ins are 'all; 
over-pTOwn, or pretty thick beftuck, with fhort brides, as in-F]e(h-flie$ 5 
in others, thofe filmes are covered, both on the upper and under fi<fc* 
with fma’ll Feathers, plac’d almofr like the tyles on a Houfe, and .arc- 
curioufly rang’d and adorn’d with moft lively colours, as isob- 
fervable in Butter-flies, and feveral kinds of Moths g. In others, inftead of 
their films. Nature has provided nothing, but a matter ofohfdfi ,a fcore 
ftalks(if I well remember the number; for I have’not lately met with any, 
of thefe flys, and did not, when I fir ft obferv’d them, take fuftic.ient notice 
of divers particulars J) and each of thefe ftalks, with a few fiilglc braneb- 
i n rr S on each fide, rcfembling much the branched back-bone of a Herring 
or the like Fifh , or a thin hair’d Peacocks feather, the top or the eye 
being broken oft With a few of thefe on either fidefwhich it was able to 
Hiut upor expand at plealure, much like a Farm, or rather dike thepo- 
ftureof the feathers in awing, which 3 y all. one under another, when, 
(but, and by the fide of each other, when expanded) this pretty little 
grey Moth (for fuch was the creature I obferv’d, thus wing’d) could ye-, 
ry nimbly, and as it feem’d very eafily move its eprpufcle , through the; 
Air, from place to place. Other Inlccfs have their wings cas'd, 0r cover’d 
over, with certain hollow fhells, fhap’d almoff like thofe hollow Trayes, 
in which Butchers carry meat, whofe hollow fides being turn’d down- 
wards, do net only fecure their folded wings from injury of the earth, 
in which moft of thofe creatures refide, Jbut^hilftfthey fhy ferves-asA 
help to fuftain and bear them up. And thdfe are obierVabiern Sdarah'dtf 
and a multitude of other terreftrial cn/Jlaceous Infedts 5 in which welhay 
yet further obferve a particular providence of Nature. 

Now in all thefe kinds of wings, we obferve this particular, as a thiijgf 
moft worthy remark 5 that where ever a wing confifts of difcontinuetl 
parts, the Pores or intcrjlitia between thofe paits are very feldom, either, 
much bigger, or much fmaller, then thefe which we here find between the, 
particles of thefe brulhes, fo that it fhould feem to intimate, that the 
parts of the Air are fuch, that they will not .eafily or readily, if at all, pa fs, 
through thefe Pores, fo that they feem to be ftrainers fine enough to hin- 
der the particles of the Air (whether hinder’d by their bulk, or by their 
agitation, circulation ^rotation Or undulation , I (hall not here determine) 
from getting through them, and,by that means, ferve the Animal as wcllif 
not better, then if they were little films. I fay, if not better, becauicl 
have obferv d that all thofe creatures, that have- film’d wings, move them 
aboundantly quicker and more ftrcngly,fuch asall kind of Fiiessalnd Scaj 
r alces and Batts, then fuch as have their wings covered w ; ifh feathers, as' 
-'Utter-fiies and Birds, or twiggs, as Moths, which have each of them a 
much flower motion of their wings 5 That little ruggedneft.perhaps of 
their wings helping them fomewhat.by taking better hold of the! parts of 
1 1 p lr 5 ° r not buffering them fo eafily to pals' by, ahy other way then one. 

But what ever be the reafon of it, tis moft evident; that the fmboth 
wing d Infects have the ftrongeft Mufeles or movent parts of their wings, • 
n 1 mother much weaker; and this very Infodf,we are now ddferibing, 

had 


THE WARNOCK LIBRARY OctaVO 



